
STRETTON SUGWAS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Parish Council Meeting held on
Thursday 21st January 2016 at 7.00 pm in Stretton Sugwas

Church

Present
Councillors: Alistair McHarg (Chairman), Beryl Andrews, Hilda Davies, Gail 
Hume, John Robinson.  
In Attendance: Lynda Wilcox (HALC) Acting Clerk & Ward Councillor Bob 
Matthews.

1. Apologies for absence were received from Councillors: Val Javens 
& Nick Jones, as well as the Parish Clerk.

2. Declarations of interest & written requests for dispensation: 
There were none.

3. Minutes of previous meeting: 26.11.15.
The minutes were agreed as a true record and signed by the 
Chairman.

4. Neighbourhood Plan (NP):
4.1 The Chairman gave an update, including:

4.1.1 No specific development sites had been identified in the 
draft Neighbourhood Plan because it was felt that this could
set neighbour against neighbour and it is not Parish 
Council’s responsibility to promote conflict. 

4.1.2 The Chairman confirmed that Regulation 14 approval had 
been successfully passed with the Neighbourhood Plan and 
we would be pursuing Regulation 16 approval.  There was 
further work to do on the plan, but primarily this related to 
some enhanced wording to reflect Herefordshire Council 
requirements and designation of settlement boundaries 
which would be done after mid-February.

5. Village Hall:
5.1 A formal letter had arrived from the Lottery Fund that day, 

confirming that the grant application was going through to stage 
three.

5.2 There was a possibility of around £37k being available to 
develop the project, e.g. architect’s and professional fees.  The 



Chairman suggested that design work on the land around the hall
might be covered under this fund.

5.3 A lease had been signed on the basis of the land transfer from
Herefordshire Council to the Village Hall.

5.4 A quotation for a locally made noticeboard would be available 
at the next meeting for consideration.

6. Finance:
6.1 No change in bank balances since the last meeting.
6.2 It was AGREED to apply for a laptop from the Government’s 

Transparency Fund.

7. Planning:
7.1 Travellers Rest … detailed planning permission had been 

approved.  The PC had expressed concerns about design and the 
fact that our recommendations had not been incorporated.

7.2 Zaytoon … application withdrawn but will come back in March.
An ecology report was required.

7.3 Church Cottage … a revised application for 2 no. low cost units
is awaited together with improvements of the proposed path 
from the junction of Church Road/A438 through to the path 
opposite the Church.  The Parish Council has been informally 
consulted regarding the change of the path to the War Memorial 
and it had been confirmed that we would prefer to see fencing to 
the back of the path and the path would be a hard compressed 
finish. 

7.4 Lakes … no decision. 
7.5 Sugwas Farm … the planning officer was minded to approve 

the application.  It represents a significant change of use to the 
site rather than a limited agricultural diversification project.  The 
improved road access way is considered essential if this proposal 
is to go ahead.  The PC has worked very hard to secure 
agreement to the improvements to be required. 

7.6 Kings Acre Halt … The proposed planning appeal would be 
heard on 23rd March.   The site is still in the Western Relief Road 
corridor and is likely to be refused.  SSPC will be represented at 
the appeal. 

7.7 Breinton Lea … This site has been sold and the development 
should be commenced by the new owners upon receipt of a 
varied planning consent which will reduce the numbers etc. 

7.8 Land opposite Morningside … nothing to report. 

8. Ward Councillor Report:
8.1 Council tax would be increased by 3.9%.



8.2 Planning permission had been granted the previous day for 
the school car park to be increased and a one-way system 
introduced.  NB:  The Parish Council expressed the hope that this 
would produce a more sensible dropping off and picking up 
arrangement at the school to prevent the current state of 
temporary parking.

8.3 Bob Matthews offered to look into an outstanding matter of 
signposting for the Village Hall, as Gail Hume had not received 
responses to her emails from the relevant Herefordshire Council 
officer.

9. Matters raised for next meeting:
9.1 Siting of Scout/Guide hut.
9.2 Hire/location of ‘SID’ (Speed Indicator Device) … Nick Jones to 

report back.
9.3 Signposting for Village Hall.
9.4 Quote for new noticeboard at Village Hall.
9.5 Queen’s 90th Birthday Celebrations:

9.5.1 Local celebrations.
9.5.2 Birthday Beacon event.

10. Date of next meeting: 17th March 2016.

The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.15 pm.

SIGNED ………………………………………….     DATE …………………………..


