
A Meeting of Stretton Sugwas Parish Council was held in Stretton Sugwas
Church on Thursday 26  th   November 2015 at 7pm  

PRESENT
Mr A McHarg - Chairman
Mr N Jones - Vice Chairman
Mrs G Manners
Mrs V Javens
Mrs S Williams - Clerk
Mr R Matthews - Ward Councillor

APOLOGIES
Mrs H Davies
Mr J Robinson 
Mrs Andrews

OBSERVERS
Mr Marshall

MINUTES
Minutes of the last Parish Council meeting held on 10th September 2015 in Stretton 
Sugwas Village Hall having been previously circulated were proposed by Mrs Javens
and seconded by Mrs Manners and approved by the meeting and signed by the 
Chairman. 

DECLARATION OF INTEREST
Any Councillor with an interest to declare was asked to stop the meeting to make 
their declaration.

There were no declarations of interest.

PRESENTATION BY NEW LEAF ENERGY regarding the proposed solar scheme on
the landfill site by Rob Garner & Leila Sharman

The representatives explained that this was a Community Benefit Society project and
was a “not for profit” commercial enterprise. They were working to reduce the carbon
footprint of Herefordshire Council.

The proposed solar panels would cover approximately 10% of the site and they 
suggested they had no intention of disturbing the landfill capping to the site. The 
Parish Councillors re-affirmed that there were many expressions of concern from 
parishioners and they were worried about the threat of methane gas if the capping 
was disturbed, together with all of the other issues set out in the parish council’s 
responses to the application There followed a question and answer session with the 
New Leaf Energy representatives   After the presentation, it was re-confirmed by 



Councillors that they continued to oppose the planning application as previously they
had done and the Chairman and the Clerk agreed to write to the Council Planning 
Department to confirm this. 

NB:  It has subsequently been confirmed that the applicants have withdrawn the 
planning application. 

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
There were no matters arising

PARISH HALL UPDATE

Mrs Javens reported that a representative from The National Lottery had visited the 
parish hall and had inspected it as a result of the bid.  The representative asked a 
number of questions regarding the application which Mrs Javens and Mr Robinson 
had resolved.  The Parish Hall Committee confirmed that they were now awaiting 
confirmation of whether the bid had been successful to go through to stage 2 of the 
application.

Mrs Manners confirmed that the main hall had now been decorated and looked much
more attractive which would hopefully lead to more bookings.

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING UPDATE

Regulation 14 consultation was now complete and the Chairman and Clerk together 
with Councillor Matthews had met with Kirkwells to consider the various 
amendments that were necessary to ensure the Plan was in compliance with the 
Council’s Core Strategy and other relevant issues based on the comments that had 
been received. 

The Chairman and Clerk had also met with planning officers of Herefordshire Council
both from the Neighbourhood Planning Team and Forward Planning to ensure that 
they were content with the proposed changes and that this would not lead to further 
amendments when going forward to Regulation 16 approval.  The Council had 
indicated they were content with the proposed changes that we are to make 
including definitions to the settlement boundaries, a few minor changes to some of 
our policy wordings and some additional policies to cover the Western Relief Road 
and other strategic matters.  The Chairman is now working with Kirkwells to 
implement all of the amendments to produce the final document.  

FINANCIAL REPORT



Balance of Account £9267.97 plus £4700 Neighbourhood planning grant

An invoice from HALC for £141.92 had been received for Clerks service in 
September for £141.92 Proposed for payment by Mr Jones seconded by Mrs 
Manners.  All in favour and cheque was duly signed.

An invoice for the poppy wreath for £25 had been received.  Proposed for payment 
by Mrs Manners and seconded by Mrs Javens.  All in favour and the cheque was 
duly signed.

An invoice for professional fees in relation to the Neighbourhood Plan process from 
Kirkwells had been received for £2,400.00.  This invoice is in accordance with the 
proposed fee structure based on milestone attainments agreed with Kirkwells.  
Proposed by Mrs Javens, seconded by Mr Jones.  All in favour and cheques was 
signed.

The Chairman confirmed that all payments made to Kirkwells as part of the 
Neighbourhood Planning process were covered by grant payments and that the 
Parish Council had had no direct exposure to make. 

Precept – the forms had arrived and we must submit them by end of December 
2015.  There was a significant amount of discussion with regard to the precept 
setting and how, as a Parish Council, we might be expected to do more for our 
community as the level of services from Herefordshire Council and its contracting 
organisations are reduced due to financial constraints.  After due consideration, it 
was suggested to increase the precept by of £750 over the previous years to £5,500,
this was proposed by Mr Jones and seconded by Mrs Manners.  The meeting 
approved the recommendation and the Clerk was instructed to complete the forms 
and send in the application. 

PLANNING

Former Landfill Site PV Array – further information had been received from the 
applicant and the applicants had also made a presentation to the meeting.  The 
Chairman and Clerk were instructed to respond to the application once again, 
reaffirming the Parish Council’s opposition. 

NB:  We have learnt that the application has now been withdrawn. 

Travellers Rest – an application to deal with reserved matters has been submitted.  
The Parish Council has responded requesting the Planning Officer to take account of
the views expressed regarding design etc.  Decision awaited. 



Zaytoon – We understand that this application is going to be refused as a result of 
the absence of an ecology report rather than design criteria or sustainability and it is 
understood that the ecology report cannot be produced until spring 2016.  

The Chairman confirmed that a number of meetings and discussions had taken 
place with Herefordshire Council planning officers and the applicant and their agent 
regarding the 3 applications from T J Crump Oakwrights.  The following comments 
were provided by the Chairman from an email update he had received from the 
principle planning officer dealing with this matter. 

Church Cottage – It had been agreed that there will be a reduction to a proposed 2 
dwellings on this site.  This reduction is based on the applicant’s commitment to 
provide the new footpath from the junction of Church Road with the A438 through to 
the footpath opposite the Church via the parish hall.  Due to the costs of this 
provision, the applicant will be allowed to reduce the number of affordables for The 
Lakes site to 2 no. units. It is expected that these 2 units will be available for a 
discounted sale rather than through a housing association for rent. 

There had been some debate as to the direction of the footpath as it passes parish 
hall land, but following confirmation from Herefordshire Council Highways design 
engineers and the consent of the Duchy of Cornwall (freeholders of the parish hall 
land), it has been agreed that the new footpath be laid within the confines of the 
parish hall site using a timber edged path, but leaving the existing hedgerow that 
forms the barrier to the parish hall site intact.  In addition, there will be a number of 
signage improvements to the road both on the carriageway itself and also, on the 
sides of the carriageway to reduce speeding in the area. 

The Lakes - no decision as yet

Sugwas Farm - no decision as yet – talks ongoing about the access road and its 
suitability.  The talks surrounding the construction and details of the access road 
from the A438 to Sugwas Farm are ongoing but as yet, no firm design proposals had
been provided which the Parish Council has seen sight of.   The Parish Council 
remains concerned that this is not an appropriate site for an industrial manufacturing 
unit and has reinforced this point to the planning officer, reaffirming that that any 
consent must be conditional upon the delivery of an access road which is suitable for
the intended use and other attenuation designs to minimize the impact on the 
community.

LAND OPPOSITE MORNINGSIDE

Stretton Sugwas C of E Academy has submitted an application to the Parish Council 
to have a log circle on a small part of the green to use as an outside classroom two 



afternoons a week and in addition, to build two planters under the bushes (layout 
plan supplied).  The Parish Councillors were minded to support this and since this 
was to be grant funded the school would be given the consent to put the elements in 
position immediately, but at their own risk and that the Chairman would contact the 
Head Teacher to agree the documentation to be used.  In essence, the Parish 
Council will require from the school and indemnity from liability for the Parish Council
and individual Councillors pursuant to the use of the land by the school and that, 
they cannot claim beneficial occupation.  That in the event of any complaints or 
issues that might arise and that might compromise the Parish Council’s position that 
the school would agree, with immediate effect and without compensation, to 
terminate their activities and access etc and return the land to its original condition.  
The school’s insurers would need to cover their use of the site and to indemnify the 
Parish Council. 

The Parish Council desires to see the land fenced in using an attractive and safe 
fencing system with proper access gates for mowing etc.  The Parish Council have 
also received a suggestion to look at the introduction of adult keep fit equipment on 
the site as part of a proper use plan by the parish of this asset. It was agreed that 
Mrs Javens would take on the responsibility for developing ideas, evaluating 
proposals for the use of this land and to bring back to the Parish Council in due 
course for further consideration. 

WAR MEMORIAL

Mr Jones was going to investigate securing grants to clean and refurbish the war 
memorial.

SIGNPOSTING

Mr Manners suggested that there was lack of signage for Stretton Sugwas Parish 
Hall which if, in place, might improve the commercial potential and she had 
contacted the Herefordshire Council to see what signage might be available and the 
design criteria but had not yet received a reply.

NOTICE BOARDS

Mrs Manners suggested that we might erect a notice board on the Green at 
Morningside, at the same time looking to replace the old one at the Village Hall which
is in a poor state of repair. The Chairman said that he would speak to Mr Crump 
about this to see if Oakwrights might like to assist with the project.  Mrs Manners was
also instructed to obtain costings from other suppliers for these items.

SID’s

It is not possible to erect one on the A438 but speed checks were regularly taking 
place regularly by Road Safety Partnerships.



Church Road  -  Mr Jones provided photographs of other speed reduction signage 
which was in common use throughout the county which attempted to delineate 
settlement boundaries in order to reduce vehicle speed.  He confirmed that he would
look into this matter and obtain costings for these. 

CORRESPONDENCE

Gas Monitoring of Village Hall – no issues at the current time. 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

The Chairman reported that the Duchy of Cornwall had suggested they were 
considering erecting 3 houses on the unused patch of grass on the left of the A480 
(short site) towards Credenhill and also 3 houses opposite on the other side of the 
A480 (long site).

The Duchy of Cornwall had provided the Chairman with initial plans of their outline 
proposals and had confirmed that if they were successful in obtaining a detailed 
planning consent, then the sites would be sold on the open market with restrictions 
on title transactions which would not permit the designs to be changed (but cellars 
might be permitted). 

The Chairman considered this to be a helpful example of ensuring proper design as 
part of the planning process and he understood that the Duchy of Cornwall were 
having pre-app consultation discussions with Herefordshire Council planners on both
sites. 

Parish Councillors suggested that they were in agreement that the design proposed 
was reasonable and would probably enhance the built environment, clearly further 
consultation with neighbours was required, but the Chairman was instructed to 
confirm to the Duchy of Cornwall that the initial views of the Parish Councillors were 
positive to these schemes. 

There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.30pm

Date of Next Meeting  Thursday January 21st 2016 at 7pm in the Village Hall




